
  

Many Lazaruses who are too often ignored 

  

The readings today remind us that as Christians we cannot live in the world and be oblivious to 

the needs of the less privileged, nor should we stay mute when evil is being perpetrated. Our 

presence should make a positive impact. 

In the first reading the prophet Amos, a savvy observer of human condition, and famously known 

as the prophet of social justice, remembered the humble origins of his people, but some Israelites 

had gotten rich and arrogant, mindless of their past and of their less fortunate neighbors. Amos 

knew that God was not happy with the current neglect and exploitation of the poor by the powerful; 

he mocks their luxurious lifestyles and makes a thunderous judgment. 

In the Gospel parable of the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man lives in luxury and egoism and is 

indifferent to the suffering of Lazarus, the beggar on his doorstep. Jesus was just as scandalized as 

the prophet Amos. Was the rich man condemned because he had riches, because he abounded in 

earthly possessions? No! The rich man was condemned because he did not pay attention to 

Lazarus, the person who sat at his door and who longed to eat the scraps from his table. Nowhere 

does Christ condemn the mere possession of earthly goods as such. Instead, he pronounces very 

harsh words against those who use their possessions in a selfish way, without paying attention to 

the needs of others.  

In the world today, there are many people who trample on the rights of the less privileged; and 

make gains from them. There are also many who in their riches turn a blind eye to the less fortunate 

condition of these people. God’s will is that we care for the poor, that we serve others in the charity 

of Christ. His will is that we live in solidarity with others and that we not ignore the poor and 

suffering in our midst. The path to heaven is love. In the world today, there are so many people 

who lie outside the door, like Lazarus, while the dogs come and lick their sores. So many are 

deprived of the basic necessities of life, like food, housing, and medical care. To ignore them is to 

become like the rich man who pretended not to see the beggar Lazarus. Saint Paul addresses 

Timothy and all of us, men and women dedicated to God, that we must “pursue righteousness, 

devotion, faith, love, patience, and gentleness” (1Tim. 6.11). These are qualities that should make 

us create a positive impact on the world around us. We are lights lit and kept on top of the table 

and salt called to sweeten the world. The first Christian community was never oblivious to the 

needs of those around them and so we shouldn’t. Saint Luke tells us that “Selling their possessions 

and goods, they shared with anyone who was in need” (Acts 2.45). 

During his first visit as pope to the United States, Saint Pope John Paul II, in his homily in Yankee 

Stadium in New York in 1979, said “When we Christians make Jesus Christ the center of our 

feelings and thoughts, we do not turn away from people and their needs. On the contrary, we are 

caught up in the eternal movement of God's love that comes to meet us; we are caught up in the 

movement of the Son, who came among us, who became one of us; we are caught up in the 

movement of the Holy Spirit, who visits the poor, calms fevered hearts, binds up wounded hearts, 

warms cold hearts, and gives us the fullness of his gifts. Reflecting on the parable of the Gospel 



today, the Pontiff also had this to say during his visit “The parable of the rich man and Lazarus 

must always be present in our memory; it must form our conscience. Christ demands openness to 

our brothers and sisters in need – openness from the rich, the affluent, the economically advanced; 

openness to the poor, the underdeveloped and the disadvantaged. Christ demands an openness that 

is more than benign attention, more than token actions or half-hearted efforts that leave the poor 

as destitute as before or even more so. We cannot stand idly by, enjoying our own riches and 

freedom, if, in any place, the Lazarus of the twentieth century stands at our doors.”  

Today we are in the twenty-first century, but the words of the Holy Father are still as relevant as 

they were in 1979. There are still many Lazaruses in our community and in the world, who are 

hungry and too often ignored. 

 

Have a blessed Sunday. 

Fr. Casmia 

  

  

 


